
 
 

NOTICE TO THE BAR 
 

OFFICIAL COMMENT ADDED TO RULE 1:21-7 
REGARDING RETAINER FEE AGREEMENTS IN 
STATUTORILY BASED FEE-SHIFTING CASES 

  
 

The Supreme Court has adopted an Official Comment to Rule 

1:21-7 (“Contingent Fees”) to provide guidance to attorneys and the 

public regarding ethical issues related to retainer fee agreements in 

statutorily based fee-shifting cases.   The Court took this action as a 

follow-up to its decision in Balducci v. Cige, 240 N.J. 574 (2020), after 

input from the Advisory Committee on Professional Ethics and 

comments from the legal community and interested members of the 

public.  The Court’s April 26, 2024 order adopting the Official Comment 

effective September 1, 2024 is attached.  

 
 
    ____________________________________ 
    Hon. Glenn A. Grant, J.A.D. 

Acting Administrative Director of the Courts 
 
 
 
 
Dated:  April 26, 2024 



SUPREME COURT OF NEW JERSEY 

It is ORDERED that the attached amendment to Court Rule 1:21'-7 

("Contingent Fees") is adopted April 26, 2024, to �e effective 

September 1, 2024. 

. For the Court

r) 

� L -3lc � 
Chief Justice 

Dated: April 26, 2024 
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closed; paragraph (c) amended July 29, 1977 to be effective September 6, 
1977; paragraph (d) amended July 24, 1978 to be effective September 11, 
1978; paragraph (c) amended and new paragraphs (h) and (i) adopted 
January 16, 1984, to be effective immediately; paragraph ( d) amended 
July 26, 1984 to be effective September 10, 1984; paragraph ( e) amended 
June 29, 1990 to be effective September 4, 1990; paragraphs (b) and 
(c)(5) amended July 13, 1994 to be effective September 1, 1994; 
paragraph (c) amended June 28, 1996 to be effective September 1, 1996; 
paragraph (c) amended January 21, 1999 to be effective April 5, 1999; 
paragraphs (g) and (h) amended July 5, 2000 to be effective September 5, 
2000; paragraph ( c) amended July 12, 2002 to be effective September 3, 
2002; paragraphs ( d) and (f) amended July 9, 2008 to be effective 
September 1, 2008; paragraph (f) amended July 19, 2012 to be effective 
September 4, 2012; paragraph ( c) amended July 22, 2014 to be effective 
September 1, 2014; Official Comment adopted April 26, 2024 to be 
effective September 1, 2024. 

4 


	Notice - Adoption of Official Comment to Rule 1-21-7 re Retainer Agreements in Statutory Fee-Shifting Cases (Balducci) - as signed - 04-26-24
	Order - Adopting Official Comment to Rule 1-21-7 re  Retainer Fee Agreements - as signed - dated 04-26-24 - effective 09-01-24



